NATIONAL SCRABBLE CHAMPIONSHIPS / NATIONAL SCRABBLE CLUBS TOURNAMENT (NSC(T))
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

(PLEASE READ IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE ENTRY FORM.. We cannot foresee every eventuality that may arise during the Championships and reserve the right to change any of the policies below if we deem it appropriate).
General

1) Why are the dates for the Regional Championships often announced later than other tournaments ?

We try to announce the dates as early as possible but company budgeting considerations mean that it is difficult to allocate funds before the year of the Championships has commenced.

2) Why aren’t all Regionals held on the same day ?
We understand that this would be more convenient for players but it would be unduly restrictive for the Organiser who would have to find 7 available venues and 7 sets of staff to operate simultaneously.
3) I am on holiday/taking exams or otherwise unavailable when my designated Regional is being staged. May I enter another one ?
Yes, if you are entering the NSC only, you are free to choose which Regional you play in. No, if you are playing as part of a team in the NSCT you must compete in the designated Regional. The only reason that a team may enter another Regional is if they live closer to that one than their designated Regional. We will not quibble if there is only a few miles difference. If you feel you have a special case not covered above, you may appeal to the National Scrabble Championships Committee to review the Organiser’s decision.
4) What is your policy over late entries ?
Generally, we will not accept entries for any of the regions less than 2 weeks before the date of the first Regional to be staged. This is because the rules decree that we have to calculate the number of qualifiers from each Regional based on the rating of the players that have entered. If we were to allow players to compete after making these calculations then it could make it easier or harder for players from one Regional to qualify for the semi-final. Where players drop out, we may, at our discretion, replace them with players of similar ability.

5) Why are the prizes so low ?

Not true. In fact with our current entry fees, around 250 entrants and a current prize fund of £3680, we return more in prizes than virtually all other tournaments.

6) Why don’t Mattel pay expenses for those who qualify for the semi-final ?

We have not done this for many years now, it’s no longer possible due to budget constraints.

7) Some tournaments have refreshments available after each round, Why doesn’t the NSC(T) ?
Due to the variety of venues we use, it is not always possible to ensure that we can do this. The refreshment policy is clearly stated on the entry form.

NSC

1)  What format will be used to decide pairings at the Regional event ?

For practical reasons, we leave the choice as to which format is to be used to the individual Regional Organiser. You will not play any player more than once.

2) What is the formula for calculating the number of NSC qualifiers from each Regional ?
In general, we take the 62 best players by rating and allocate places based on that. We also have to tweak this to allow for the rule that at least 6 players will qualify from each region, providing there are 24 players in that region.
3) I have qualified for the semi-final. At what venue will it be held, what are the timings and format ?
In order to be fair to all contestants we do not give details of the venue . We will write to you with details as soon as possible after the last Regional event has been played. The host Hotel may be able to offer you a special rate but we suggest that you also check to see what other deals are available. Hotels often sell bulk numbers of rooms to accommodation agencies at discounted rates and we are not able to check their rates against the rate we get from the Hotel.

4) I just missed out on qualifying for the semi-final. Is there a chance I might be invited to play ?
We ask  the best placed non-qualifier from the Regional area where the semi-final is being held to act as an expenses paid reserve. Other than that, if qualifiers drop out they are not replaced.
NSCT
1) Should teams be affiliated to a Scrabble Club or League ?
Yes. Designated players must be paid up members of the club/league living within 50 miles of the meeting place. Very often, Leagues do not have a meeting place. In this case, any venue may be nominated and players should live within 50 miles of it. The purpose of the 50 mile limit is to prevent the formation of  ‘super teams’ of players from different parts of the country. As long as we deem that this rule is not being breached we will be fairly liberal in allowing players to form teams.

2) My team has entered the team event at the Regional Championships, why can’t our No.1 player be pitched against other team’s No.1 players ?
The Regional competition is also the qualifying event for National Scrabble Championships’ entrants. Because of this, it’s not possible to ensure such match-ups.
3) Why are players at the Regionals prevented from playing team-mates ?
It would be very difficult to be equally fair to all teams if team-mates were allowed to play each other. 
