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Austin Shin Crowned 2017 ABSP National Scrabble Champion
Austin Shin (27), a financial controller from Milton Keynes fought off 41 top Scrabble experts to win the title of National Scrabble Champion, along with the £1,000 first prize and trophy. The National Scrabble Championship dates back to 1971 and is considered by many to be the biggest tournament in the UK. This year the event took place in the Mercure Dunkenhalgh Hotel & Spa near Blackburn.
Scrabble games are played with clocks so that each player has 25 minutes to play all their moves, which also demands clear and calm thinking if a game comes down to the wire with scores close and just minutes left. 

The tournament will be decided by 17 rounds of Scrabble across two days. Fixtures are generated using a Swiss-style pairing system, with the player who wins the most games being crowned the UK National Champion. If players are equal on wins then spread (aggregated points difference) is the next tie-breaker.

After 16 games the title would be decided by whoever won the game between Austin Shin and Harshan Lamabadusuriya. Austin weathered four consecutive bonus plays from his opponent, who had an astonishing 323 points after four moves. Austin however fought back with his own big plays, including HOMAGER for 93, WAYFARER for 105 and ATONIAS for 70. It went down to the final move of the game, with Austin Shin playing out with NOTES for 23 and winning a blockbuster 511 points to 498. 
The video of the decisive game can be found on Twitch at (starting at 01:55:00) https://go.twitch.tv/videos/180683709
Some of Austin's plays in the final game:
HOMAGER – noun, someone who owes or pays homage to a lord.

WAYFARER – noun, a person who goes on a journey.
ATONIAS – noun, muscular weakness, lack of muscle tone.

QOPH – noun (Hebrew), the nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

FENI – noun (Hindi), an alcoholic spirit produced in Goa from cocnuts or cashew nuts.
Austin Shin can be contacted on 07961 004248, or via email on austin@nitsua.co.uk  
For more details about the ABSP National Scrabble Championship, Scrabble in general, or for more (original) photos contact Craig Beevers on 07928 816577, or ctb1981uk@gmail.com, or on Facebook via https://www.facebook.com/craig.beevers.9
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